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sionary efforts, which lie beyond our sphere,
found their chief scope in resisting what
seemed to them a Homeward movement.
From 1855 onwards great sums were wasted
over many lawsuits, which culminated in an
attack on Bishop King, of Lincoln. That
case, concluded in 1892, was practically the
end of a series in which the party "gained
many more verdicts than they lost, once
succeeded in changing the law in their favour,
and more than once in putting contumacious
opponents into prison. But they utterly
failed to fix a maximum of ritual. By steady
persistence the other side have now so ac-
climatized a multitude of observances against
which the courts declared, that they have
lost all doctrinal significance and are tolerated
or even practised by good Evangelicals.
And as to the points which still mark diverg-
ence, all serious men recognize the folly of
penal measures, except in rare cases of
petulant disloyalty. If the policy of litigation
has been a failure in this respect, it was
equally futile in the few cases where doctrinal
issues were raised. Happily, neither side
has been able to narrow the breadth of
doctrine which since the Reformation has
been the glory of the English Church.
On the Oxford Movement the effect of the